References 11/APL 18th August 1965. 


Dear Robert r 


My bad wemory botrays me. I can’s bo sure if you saidto return the 
serivt to Farquhar or to yous But I'm sending a copy of thie letter to 
him, so that he'll knows 


As promised, I have very lightly seribbled some comments on it. I 
hove they all make themselves olear, so I won't go into more detail. 


Iti seems obvious to me that by nature, particularly when you'ro writing 
you-ase a lot of original expressions ~ not the ordinary everyday phrases 
of conversation. Now, I'd better make it clear that we ought to keep such 
characteristic phrases of yours acnevge Sey Se Se when spoken. But 
some of them are like tongue-twisters - easy for the eye to skip over, but 
awiward to listen to. I've marked the ones that I think would sound 
‘witten" rather than "spoken", and you and Farquhar can chew over how else 
you might put it in speaking. 


The length of this (and I'm guessing) strikes me as being just about 
our standard lSeminute time. But even at the expense of making it too 
jong I would like you to see if you can's build up the atmosphere a bit more = 
the conspiratorial meetings where you all hatch up the plot; the teneion 
waiting for it to come off} the electric moment of decisicn, the chastiy wait, 
and the general uprears 


Without wanting you to give yourself a personal build-up, I think more 
details about how the plan was hatched will greatly help the story. 


A sound principle (to make a pun about sound radio) is to raise pictures 
in the listener's mind. Wherever possible, do this. It becomes more vivid. 


As promised, I have sent off the programme suggestion to London, but 
have no word back. I'l] let yeu know how they react, But meantime, if you 
get on with alterations, it shouldnt: be wasted labour. Don't re-type 1% all. 
Maybe a major series of changes can be typed, but slight alterations can be 
done by hand on your original, 


Y By 


hime Re Lee) 
Robert Lynny Esqey Peaturss Producers 
2b, Saracen Head Lane, 
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Wednesday March 7 1984 


Dear Farquhar, 


I'm sorry that your letter Jester and the poems have had to lie 
here awaiting my return to slavery. I think Peter must have given you 
an inflated description of my labours here, I'm not a producer -~ only 
the scudgie for producers who can use my experience -= mainly in editing 
tapes that I've had no part in creating; and if I'd had any control over 
it, they'd have ended up much different from what thay do. 


But, because I retired in the days before inflation, I don't 
have an index—linked pension. In those days they bought you an annuity. 
The other day I lighted on the very first one that came in dated 
July 1970, confirming that it had been paid into my bank account, It 
was quite comfortable then, but it's exactly the same today,and that's 
far from comfortable. So I'm thankful to do anything to pad it out, 
even though the work is not to my taste. 


Particularly as I remember doing a programme by George Mackay 
Brown called "A seat by my bed" which was an account of his time in an 
Orkney sanatorium. (The leading part was paid by a young lad from the 
Byres Road —- Gordon Jackson, ) But there's no way in which I would 
ever be given the job of producing it. 


What I will do is, talk to production departments and see if 
I can interest them in the subject. If you care to drop in your 
material addressed to me and marked PERSONAL, I'll send it back with 
comments such as I would have made in my own days as a producer, 
hoping that the amendments will make it more acceptable when it does 
get to a producer for his consideration. But we'll keep quiet about 
my hand in the affair. 


I'll have a chance to read your poems later, and we can 
maybe exchange views on them. Thank you for the flattering 
inscription, 


Best wishes. 


Yours, 


kL. lek bo. Sor SER. 


a) - 
1 frit Get, eat, pe Aap” 
= tibtes 46 Sal Pm 
ole up te - Male ry ne Gui, ee 
hath hase & ot. 


a 


yg . 4 7 8 S 
tisk lat dlaedin 


oeee: 


I7- Xt eS 


